
March 5th Academic Standards / Superintendent Parent Advisory Council Meeting 

Minutes 

 

The following is a summary of the questions and responses during this meeting. 

 

 

Elementary Session 

 

1. Are recess and lunch aids taught any of the coping skills for good citizenship to 

support students during recess and lunch? 

All aids have been taught Restorative Practices to use when necessary with students 

on the playground and in the cafeteria. Additionally, some schools have mentor 

programs with high school students or sixth grade students to work with younger 

students to develop good citizenship. 

 

2. Will the new math books that will purchased for the 2019-2020 school year be 

online?  

Yes. The district will receive both print and online textbooks. 

 

3. Are there any programs that have been supported by the PTO in one building that we 

could bring to other schools? 

The panel shared the following resources that could be supported by the PTO for our 

students: 

 First in Math – a great program for developing fluency and problem solving 

 Reflex – a program to develop math fluency 

 Flipgrid – an application which gives students an opportunity to record and share 

information for research reports and school projects 

 Girls Who Code Club – an opportunity for young girls to learn and engage in 

coding to develop computer science skills and problem solving skills 

 Any STEM-related projects and resources 

 

Secondary Session 

 

1. What are the STEM points of pride? 

The following served as some of the highlighted STEM programs currently in place. 

 HS Stem Course 

 NASA and STEM topics 

 CREF Grant support – 3D printers, CAD, etc. 

 Partnerships with colleges 

 MS Tech Ed program 

 MS Tech Ed club 

 New AP Computer Principles course. 



 

2. Can you tell us about PLCs? 

The panel spoke about the excitement of having time for collaboration.  It was 

explained that this is a multi-year process and this year’s pilot teams are working 

through the full cycle of being a PLC. The Guiding Coalitions were explained as well 

as the work being done with curriculum, assessment and data.  There were some 

additional conversations about the structure of PLCs at the school and/or district 

level.  Lastly, what is being done to provide intervention and enrichment time in the 

school day was explained. 

 

3. The issue of the March 14 Student Walkout was brought up several times.  Some of 

the conversation was based on parents speaking about their thoughts and feeling on 

this matter and some were questions about what we would be doing in our schools on 

that day.  The panel members shared that the schools were preparing to respond by 

arranging for a safe and orderly environment and encouraging families to make a 

decision on student participation. There were several questions related to who will 

supervise the students, why the student handbook was not being followed for students 

leaving class, etc.  All of the information related to the March 14 Student Walkout 

was provided via district notifications before and after this event.  Mr. Grupp, School 

Board President, spoke on behalf of the Board and indicated that the Board members 

present would remain after the meeting to continue the conversation about this 

planned walkout.   

 

 

4. Is ALICE used in our schools and are substitutes trained in our safety protocols? 

The ALICE acronym was defined and it was explained that we are looking into this 

program for our district.  The explanation of how our substitutes are informed of our 

procedures was provided.  

 

5. How was the Culture Night at CR North? 

North’s Diversity Advisory Committee along with the social studies and world 

language departments hosted twenty-five ethnicities.  Each shared the foods, clothing, 

dances, and other ethnic details to the over 200 students in attendance.  

 

6. Are there any new courses or programs being planned? 

Along with PLCs efforts are being made to expand the virtual course offerings and 

the incorporation of STEM related activities in more classes. 

 

7. Will we be expanding our computer classes? 

There are no plans to expand specific computer classes at the schools; however, the 

implementation of the chrome book computers and the computer integration 

specialists is infusing more curriculum into all subject areas.   

 



8. Can we hear some information about Sloan School and the Achieve program? 

Sloan School has been serving students that don’t thrive in the regular high school 

setting.  It mimics the high school program with accommodations with a “practical” 

approach. 

 

Achieve is a special education program for our students up to age twenty-one.  We 

previously contracted out these services but they are now in-house and serving the 

population well. 

 

9. Is there an update on the new middle schools and the transition plans? 

An update on the current construction status of Holland MS and Newtown MS was 

provided.  In addition, the current transition program underway for course selections 

was explained as well as some future planned activities. 

 

10. Will Newtown MS be honored before it is taken down? 

There are plans being made to do a number of activities to recognize how this 

building served the community.  Several of the graduation classes as well as CREF 

are participating in this planning.   

 

11. Who approves high school theater productions? 

It was explained that there is a master list of productions from which schools may 

select.  In addition, there is a process for new musicals and plays to be considered. 

 

 

12. If there is a student with emotional needs identified, what is the process to insure 

school safety? 

A number of support systems to address issues like these were discussed, including 

parents, CARES, counselors, etc. 

 

13. How are teachers evaluated? 

The Council Rock Supervision and Evaluation Plan was explained providing an 

overview of the observation process as well as the various areas scored to determine a 

teacher’s evaluation. 

 

 

 


